Chapter Nine
THE GESTAPO  AND  THE  TELEPHONE  SERVICE

WHEN   ON  MARCH   I5TH,   THE    *REICHSWEHR'   MARCHED

into Prague and occupied the National Bank, tanks and
the green-painted cars of the Gestapo lay in the Bredovska
ulice while in the building itself there were some dramatic
moments.

Agents of the Gestapo were installed in a building
adjoining the Post Office, and there was a censorship
of telegrams and later of letters, but this lasted only a
few days.

The Democratic Czech wholeheartedly resented this
serious intrusion into the private life of the citizen;
there was an outburst of indignation, and the censorship
was soon lifted.

At the same time, all long-distance calls were tapped,
especially those of foreign correspondents. A special
office was installed in the Post Office of the Stepanska.
ulice for the use of foreign correspondents, so that there
could be closer supervision of their activities. Calls
in this room could be more easily checked than those
transmitted from private houses. Immediate legal action
was also taken against some foreign correspondents who
had spread allegedly false rumours. A large number of
foreign correspondents were arrested, if for no other
reason, on the usual trumped-up currency charges, and
the representative of the Polish News Service is still
under arrest to this day.

At the General Post Office, a large number of people,
the majority of them foreigners, telephoned their relatives
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